Pupil Voice – Analysis Report 2016

On the 18th April 2016, Hoyland Common Primary School carried out a survey of pupils’ thoughts and
opinions in order to assess how the children feel about school and discover, in their opinion, where
our strengths lie and where we could improve. The following report is an analysis of the pupils’
voice.
This year we trialled a different approach to collecting data by setting up an online survey. This
allowed the class teacher to access and discuss questions with the class before responding
electronically which in turn allowed for the data to be easily analysed and in some cases presented
in graph form. Children also had the opportunity to express their opinions through peer discussion
and mind maps. Our children from Foundation Stage 2 were also given the opportunity to have their
say for the first time this year which has meant that all full time pupils have had the opportunity to
express their thoughts and opinions on our school.

341 pupils took part in total (13 were absent)

50 FS2
96 KS1 (1 absent)
195 KS2 (9 absent)

Do you enjoy school and what do you enjoy about it? What would you like to
change?
98.5% of pupils enjoy being at Hoyland Common Primary School.
Pupils listed a wide variety of things both within the classroom and in more social situations that
they enjoy. FS2 children stated that they love all the fun activities that are available to them and
enjoy experiencing new things. Class 8 stated that they enjoy;
“Creative afternoons, swapping around for arts day, joining together for assembly,
swimming, active maths, Miss Stacey, performance, trips, that we have a nice
teacher....every lesson we have”
and Class 5 listed;
“Literacy, art, PE, break time, learning, maths, phonics, trips, clubs, singing, assembly, golden
time, science, dancing, topic work, school dinners, dining with the stars, chance cards
(reward opportunities)”
All subject areas continue to be popular and children specified particular aspects that they are most
keen on;
“I really like maths this year, I did division differently” Harrison (Y4)
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“I like my spelling snail because it is cool” Mia (Y1)
Children enjoy being taught by a variety of staff, they enjoy the variety of activities planned for them
as well as interventions to support their learning and even tests. They enjoy learning new things on
a daily basis and love to be challenged;
“I enjoy school because it’s challenging” Seth (Y6)
Children really enjoy doing something a little bit different
to their usual school day, trips are very popular;
“The thing I have enjoyed has been Thornbridge as
I got to do things I would never really do”
Maddison (Y6)
“I enjoy going on trips and educational visits
because it makes our learning fun and enjoyable”
Chloe (Y6)
“I like the special days we have, online awareness,
anti-bullying, trips, arts week” Maddie (Y6)
Children stated that they enjoy participating in a variety of sports both as part of PE lessons and in
competitions; they enjoy competing against other schools in tournaments and then having the
opportunity to share their experience with others as well as showcasing their work and talents as
part of celebration assembly. They enjoy the rewards that school has in place to recognise their
achievements and exemplary behaviour. Children not only recognise their own hard work, they are
grateful to the staff for theirs;
“I like school because the teachers put time and lots of effort into what we do” Will (Y6)
Children also enjoy the more social aspects of being in school as well, they love playtime and making
new friends as well as the variety of clubs on offer and working with one another on projects;
“I enjoy school because I get to see my friends and my lovely teacher Miss Griffin” Oliver (Y5)

When asked about the things they would change about school,
children asked for more of what they are already geting in a lot of
cases; more PE, outdoor learning, art, reading time, trips, clubs, ICT
and golden time were all mentioned. In terms of education,
children also suggested having a topic for a half term rather than a
full term, using gymnastics apparatus more often, having shorter
lesson times so there can be a greater variety of lessons during the
day and a change to the start and finish times of school to make
both earlier.
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“I would add an after school language club” Edward (Y6)
Children also had ideas about physical changes they would like to the school building and grounds.
FS children would like their playground to have a road and roundabout for bikes and KS1 children
suggested;
“A treehouse in the playground, more playtime equipment, more school trips, more golden
time equipment”
Children across school stated they’d like more playground resources, from improved equipment
right up to swings, slides and trampolines. A swimming pool for the school was also requested by a
number of pupils. Older children had some more practical suggestions to better use what we
already have;
“I would change the field to fake grass so it never gets muddy” Jacob (Y4)
On the same subject, Class 5 would like;
“Better drainage on the field to make it useable”
while Class 9 suggested;
“Putting a roof over the MUGA”
Children in upper KS2 would like separate changing areas for PE lessons;
“Let the girls get changed in a different room to the boys when doing PE” Laura (Y5)
and there were numerous comments about the cloakrooms;
“I would change the cloakroom because it’s so small for 35 people” Ebony (Y4)
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There were also a number of comments relating to school meals. Some children are enjoying the
new changes to the menu however there were a number of children who requested we;
“Bring the old dinner menu back!” Jay and Deacon (Y6)
Children mentioned that they miss having Pasta King and egg sandwiches as options for their lunch
and that the desserts aren’t as varied as before. Some pupils also suggested that older children
receive a larger portion of food than the younger children;
“I would change the portion of how much food you get” Olivia (Y6)
There were however a number of pupils who stated they would change;
“Nothing at all because I find everything perfect” Chloe (Y3)

Do you feel safe in school?
98.5% of pupils say that they feel safe in school. The following graph shows the average response
per class;
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Children were asked what specifically we do in school to make them feel safe. The answers were as
follows;

Some of the pupils’ comments included;
“I’m safe in school because there is CCTV all around, there are locks on every door” Harry (Y4)
“They have cameras and large fences and all the entrances into school have a code on them”
Maddison (Y6)
“Only the staff and members of school know the passwords” Chloe (Y6)
Reasons children gave for not feeling safe were feeling that the stepping stones can be dangerous if
you slip off them and that the bigger children running around sometimes knock into younger pupils.
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Do Hoyland Common staff support your learning? How do they do that?
99% of children agreed that staff at Hoyland Common support their learning. As in previous years,
children recognised that staff do a huge amount of different things to help support their learning
with regard to the way they teach, the equipment and resources they use and the amount of time
they spend in preparation.

Some of the pupil comments were;
“They explain it very clearly” Kate (Y3)
“They keep me engaged with the lesson. They make the lessons fun” Daniel (Y6)
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“They help me follow the school rules” Mia (Y1)
“Instead of sat in a boring classroom, teachers make it
fun and we’re still learning what we’re supposed to”
Grace (Y3)
“Mrs Smith does warm-up games to get you started”
Chloe (Y5)
“Teachers don’t tell you the answer but they support you
to find the answer” Lily (Y4)
“By treating us as individuals” Chantelle (Y6)

Do the school rules help children to behave well in school? How do children show
positive behaviour at HCPS?
97% of children stated they think the school rules help children to behave. They identified
numerous ways positive behaviour is shown;
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“People show respect to other people and their surroundings and they share” Judd (Y4)
“I always have a smile” Amelia (Y4)
“Sometimes children hold doors for me and it lights up my day” Alfie (Y6)

How hard do you work and try at school?
Pupils were asked to reflect on their effort in school and assess how hard they work. The following
chart shows the average responses per class;
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Results were very positive for the whole school, 62.5% of children said they work their hardest all of
the time. 34.3% said they work their hardest most of the time and only 3.2% said they sometimes
try hard but not all the time. No children said they don’t try hard very often.
“I try hard all the time because I know every lesson counts and each lesson is very important”
Jude (Y4)

If you have any problems or worries do you have someone to talk to?
99% of pupils said yes there was someone in school they could talk to if they have any problems or
are worried about anything. All members of staff were referred to;

“I would talk to a member of staff about any problems I have” Poppy (Y6)
“Friends or members of staff, also parents. Teachers, Miss Davies, it depends what the
problem is” Freya (Y6)
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“When I need help I go to Mrs Bramall because she is always kind to me and always says very
supportive things” Molly (Y2)
“When I am feeling down and upset, Miss Davies always makes me smile” Kayanna (Y6)
“Mr Rob, he can solve problems” Jake (Y2)

In summary;









98.5% of pupils enjoy school.
Pupils continue to enjoy all aspects of school, they have some suggestions on things they
would like or areas that could be improved but are very happy to be pupils of Hoyland
Common Primary School.
98.5% of pupils feel safe whilst they are at school and recognise the numerous ways in which
school ensures their safety.
Pupils are able to recognise what staff do to help them learn and they enjoy learning in a
variety of different ways. 99% of children agree that HCPS staff support their learning.
97% of pupils think the school rules help children to behave in school, they recognise
positive behaviour amongst their peers.
Children work very hard at HCPS, 62.5% try the hardest all the time, 34.3% work hard most
of the time and only 3.2% only work hard sometimes.
99% of pupils are able to identify at least one person in school they can talk to if they have a
problem or are worried.

